SPEECH DELIVERED ON THE OCCASION

OF THE SIGNING OF THE TREATY OF
FRIENDSHIP, COOPERATION AND MUTUAL
ASSISTANCE BETWEEN THE SOVIET UNION
AND THE BULGARIAN PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC

March 18, 1948

Mr. Prime Minister, Gentlemen.
The Soviet-Bulgarian Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation
and Mutual Assistance signed today cements the friendly
relations between the U.S.SJR, and Bulgaria which have
taken firm shape within the past few years and which
have deep historical roots. This Treaty is founded upon
respect for the principles of state independence and national
sovereignty and will serve to promote democratic peace
and security in Europe.
The purpose of this Treaty is to prevent & repetition
of German aggression, which in the past few decades
twice violated the peace of nations and unleashed two
world wars. It is but natural that the Soviet Union, which
shouldered the great burden of fascist aggression, acclaims
with particular satisfaction every new step toward prevent-
ing, and preparing for the repulsion of, possible fresh
attempts at imperialist aggression.
At the same time the governments of our countries
today proclaim with fresh force their desire comprehen-
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